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PET MEINCAL
CENTER

DEFINING THE BOND

THE HUMAN—ANIMAL BOND IS A
MUTUALLY BENEFIGIAL
AND DYNAMIC
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
PEOPLE AND PETS. IT 1S
INFLUENGED BY
BEHAVIORS THAT ARE
ESSENTIAL TO THE
HEALTH AND WELL—
BEING OF BOTH.

THEY INCLUDE
EMOTIONAL,
PSYCHOLOGICAL AND =
PHYSIGAL INTERAGTIONS _
OF PEOPLE, OTHER

ANIVIALS AND THE ENVIRONMENT.
OUR ROLE IN THE HUMAN—
ANIVAL BOND IS TO MAXIMIZE THE
POTENTIAL OF THIS RELATIONSHIP.

e
A PET-LOVING PUBLICATION FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT MUELLER PET MEDICAL CENTER -
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Tlle walls are up...The walls are up!

We were all elated as we watched the walls of
the new building go up last month. If you
haven't had a chance to swing by the new
location at 7625 Freeport Blvd, here’s a photo
to make you as excited as we are.

We Rememher.
Our hairy heroes of /ﬂumz //

Riley, a'Golden Retriever inhis mostmemorable moment-inorder,

to search the top of whatwasleft'of the North Tower, a Stokes basket
was set up totransport Riley overacanyon 60 to 70 feet deep-Atfirst
he seemed nervous, butthenjustiaid downand waited while he was
transported over the void to his waiting handler.

Brittany, a Golden Retrieverand herhan-
dler; DeniseCortiss: Utilizing theirnoses for
recovery of fallenvictims and offering their
furry presence for comfort of the workers;
all of the Search'and Rescue dogs were

America’s unsung heroes.

We hope to be moved in by March 2012. We
will keep you updated on our Grand Opening
as we get closer to moving in.

We are also excited to announce that we have
a new face to our website. Our current and
past newsletters can all been seen here. Just
look for the Paw Street link.

If you haven't had the chance to check out
The Pet Inn come on by for a free day of
Doggie Daycare. You might just be surprised
how tired your pooch can be after a long day
of fun.

We are always here 24 hours a day 7 days a
week for all your emergency needs or con-
cerns.

— The Drs and Staff at Mueller <

Louie; aBoxer, was thelonly Boxer.to
work'Searchiand Rescueduring the
September 11 itragedy. Louiewasable to
make numerous findsweryquickly, using
hisnose tolocate/14findsinabout20
minutes:Aidog’ssense'of smellishighly
developed.We humans haveapproxi-
mately five million'sensory cellsinour
noses; dogs have about 125200 million
sensory cells.




We know that cats that are well-socialized will likely be more sociable than those who haven’t been around many other cats.

Wwbing Aggression between cats,

Many people adopt a sec-
ond cat, thinking that the
resident cat will be happy.
This is a risky move. Just
because your cat is sweet
and loving with you doesn’t
mean he’s going to be sweet
to another cat. But we're
here to help negotiate a
truce.

Types of aggressive behaviors

Territorial aggression: This occurs
when a cat feels that an intruder
has invaded her territory.

A cat may be aggressive toward
one cat (usually the most passive), yet
friendly and tolerant with another. Fe-

male cats can be just as territorial as
males.

Inter-male aggression: Adult male
cats may threaten, and sometimes
fight with, other males.

This is more common among
unneutered cats. They may fight over
a female, for a higher place on the
totem pole, or to defend territory.

Defensive aggression: Defensive
aggression occurs when a cat tries
to protect himself from an animal
or human attacker he believes he
can’t escape.

This can occur in response to
punishment or a threat from a
person, an attack or attempted attack
from another cat, or any incident that
makes the animal feel threatened or
afraid.

Defensive postures include:

+ Crouching with the legs and tail
pulled in under the body

+ Flattening the ears against the
head

+ Rolling slightly to the side

Continuing to approach a cat in
this posture is likely to cause an
attack.

Redirected aggression: Cats direct
this type of aggression toward
another animal, or even a person,
who didn't initially provoke the

behavior.

For example, your cat is sitting in
the window and sees an outdoor cat
walk across the front yard. He gets
very agitated because that cat is in
his territory. You pet him; he turns
and bites you. He doesn’t even know
who you are at that point - he's so
worked up about the cat outside that
he attacks the first thing that crosses
his path.

Smoothing ruffled feathers

Your first step should always be to
contact your veterinarian for a
thorough health examination. Cats
often hide symptoms of illness until
they're seriously ill; your aggressive
cat may be feeling sick and taking out
his misery on others.

If your cat gets a clean bill of
health, consult your vet or an animal
behavior specialist for help. They will
advise you on what can be done. You
may need to start the introduction
process all over again, keep the cats
in separate areas of your home, or
even find one of the cats a new home
if the aggression is extreme and can't
be resolved.

Consult with your veterinarian
about a short course of anti-anxiety
medication for your cats while you're
working on changing their behavior.

Never medicate your cat on your
own.

Spay or neuter your pets.

The behavior of one intact animal
can negatively affect all of your pets.
See article below.

Don't count on the cats to “work
things out.” The more they fight, the
worse the problem is likely to
become. If you see signs that a fight
may occur, distract the cats by
clapping loudly, tossing a pillow
nearby, or squirting them with water.
These actions can also be used to
break up a fight.

Don't touch them, or you might get
seriously scratched or bitten. Seek
medical attention if you're injured.

Don't punish the cats involved.
Punishment could cause further
aggression and fearful responses,
which will only make the problem
worse.

We do know that cats that are
well-socialized will likely be more
sociable than those who haven't
been around many other cats.

On the other hand, “street cats,”
already in the habit of fighting with
other cats to defend their territory
and food, might not do well in a
multi-cat household. :_r

The Denerits of spaying

Cieutering

It's very sad. Many people are surprised to learn
that, nationwide, close to four million cats and
dogs are euthanized in shelters — about one ev-
ery eight seconds. Often these animals are the
offspring of cherished family pets. Spay/neuter is
a proven way to reduce pet overpopulation, en-
suring that every pet has a family to love them.

Many cats and dogs that die as a result of pet
overpopulation could have made wonderful
pets. A solution is possible and starts with each
of us taking one small step: getting our own pets
spayed or neutered. To help stop pet overpopu-
lation further, consider adopting your next pet
from an animal shelter.

The reality is that every time the dog finds
his way under the fence to visit the neighbor’s
female dog, or the indoor/outdoor cat comes
back home pregnant again, the result is a litter of
dogs or cats. Even if they are placed into homes,
it is still possible for them to end up in shelters

once they become “hard to handle,” or for them
to reproduce further and for the next generation
of puppies or kittens to wind up homeless. Also,
every “accidently” bred puppy or kitten that is
sold, or placed in a new home is one less chance
a shelter dog or cat has at finding their forever
home.

Spay/neuter is the only permanent, 100-per-
cent effective method of birth control for dogs
and cats.

You could save money!

Pets that are spayed or neutered are far less
likely to escape and roam, this means that they
have a much lower chance of getting into situ-
ations that could lead to costly vet bills. Studies
also show that spaying or neutering your pet
helps reduce the possibility of many health issues
such as cancers, prostate disease and uterine in-
fections (pyometra). Another money saver is the

fact that most animal licensing facilities charge a
substantially lower fee for pets that are spayed or
neutered, sometimes up to $100 less a year!

Not just for dogs and cats

When being conscientious about pet over-
population, don't forget to spay or neuter your
pet rabbit. Rabbits reproduce faster than dogs
or cats, and often end up in shelters where they
must be euthanized. Spaying or neutering rab-
bits can reduce hormone-driven behavior such
as lunging, mounting, spraying and boxing.
Spaying females can prevent ovarian, mammary
and uterine cancers, which can be prevalent in
mature females.

Millions of pet deaths each year are a needless
tragedy. By spaying or neutering your pet, you
can be an important part of the solution. Contact
your veterinarian today and let your family and
friends know that they should do the same. £*



Shelters have a great selection of aC_I'JI..‘I-J;‘
animals, and many of them also offer,,_..;f
kittens, puppies, and purebred pets.

Many pets at your local shelter are waiting
for new homes because they were obtained
by people with unrealistic expectations of
the time, effort, and money required to sus-
tain a lifelong relationship with their pet. An-
imals at your local shelter are just waiting for
someone like you to give them a new home.

You can depend on responsible shelters to
assess the animals’ health and temperament
in order to make the best adoption matches
possible. When animals are relinquished by
owners, the shelter staff makes every at-
tempt to collect a thorough history of that
pet.

Advantages of a shelter adoption

In an effort to make good matches be-
tween people and animals, and to place pets
in lifelong homes, many shelters provide
adoption counseling and follow-up assis-
tance, such as pet-parenting and dog-train-
ing classes, medical services, and behavior
counseling. Or they may be able to refer you
to providers of these services.

Another advantage to shelter adoptions is
that the fees are usually much less than the
purchase price of an animal from a pet store
or breeder. And your new pet is more likely
to be vaccinated, de-wormed, and spayed

B National Animal Shelter Appreciation Week Nov. 6 -12, 2011

Look at your
pet. Better
yet, lift him.
Is Fluffy a bit
too fluffy?
Has King

We can
work
It out -

An extra five pounds on a dog whose ideal weight is
15 pounds is like an extra 50 pounds on a person
who should tip the scales at 150.

Watching his weight is as important as watching
yours. But counting canine calories or kitty carbs is
not likely to happen. Better to get the both of you off
your respective rumps and work it off together.

Different pets need different amounts and kinds
of exercise. To help you find a good program for you
and your pet we have created “POPP’ the Pet Obesity
Prevention Program.

e

or neutered.

To locate your local animal shelter, check
under “animal shelter,” “animal control,” or
“humane society.” Or go online—many shel-
ters have websites that feature animals avail-
able for adoption. Some sites even allow you
to download adoption forms and plan ahead
by providing tips on responsible pet care.

About purebred rescue groups

Purebred rescue groups are usually run by
people with in-depth knowledge of a specif-
ic breed. Rescue groups keep adoptable ani-
mals until they can be placed in loving,
permanent homes. These animals may come
from failed breeding operations; arrive from
boarding kennels and veterinarians, where
they were abandoned; be rescued as strays
living on the streets; or be obtained through
the cooperation of local animal shelters.
Adoption fees vary, depending on veterinary
and other costs that have been incurred. Fol-
low-up counseling is usually available.

When you contact a breed rescue group,
be sure to find out as much as you can about
the group: how it cares for its animals, how it
decides which animals are adoptable, and
what other adoption and post-adoption ser-
vices are available. 32

With a dedicated pet weight loss counselor we can
help you develop an all around weight loss plan for
Fluffy. It's easy to start a work-out program with your
pet. Ten or fifteen minutes of walking or swimming
will build cardiovascular strength without putting
stress on joints. Faster walks and jogging will come
later. The “ball” seems to be a dog’s best friend - try
running after it with him once in a while.

With cats you may need to be more creative, but
anything she can safely chase, scratch, bat or climb
will burn off the pounds. It's up to you to get things
moving. Cats are designed for short, intense bursts
of energy, followed by a good nap. Initiate a daily
game of hide and seek, and since you're also in-
volved in the activity, you've doubled the benefits.

For the ultimate, automatic workout, check your
local shelter and’ bring home another pet. Everyone
will get more exercise - guaranteed. Consider exer-
cise as important as food and water. In the long run,
itis. .o
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It's taking off. Websites that allow you to
sniff out a friend who loves animals as much
as you do.

Another online service allows owners to
register domain names for their pets.
And what cat, dog, ferret, bird or iguana
wouldn't want its own website?

Whether you need some quick information
about behavior, health, or just some
fur-friendly fun, click on these reputable
websites for great information on
animal-related topics:

AVvHMA.org
HSVUS.oryg
musclovepeiés.com
animalpeoplie.com
pecpeoplemeeé.com
pecsdacing.coim
doimainsforyourpet.com
pecfinder.com
pecs9i l.com
americanhumane.oryg
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Buyer Beware:

Please don't buy your pet
medications on the Internet

Although medicines are available on the
Internet, they may have been purchased
illegally from other countries, or may be
expired medicines that have been re-
packaged. Be aware that medicines obtained
from foreign countries may not meet FDA
standards for safety and quality. These
products are not backed by the manufacturer,
who will not take responsibility for any
adverse effects your pet may experience.

Consult your veterinarian for advice.
Prescriptions from your veterinarian allow
him or her to monitor the administration of
medications in the correct amounts, at the

correct intervals, and for the correct duration.



PET MEDICAL
CENTER

EMERGENCIES 24/7
24 Hours a Day - 365 Days of the Year

6420 FREEPORT BLVD.
SAcRAMENTO, CA 95822
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DR. KEN SCHENCK

_1_2_1{. JounN ELLIOTT

" DR. BRIAN CHARN

IjR.';_:f_[ARo CUETARA

DR. MoiIRA GOLDIE
DR. CYNTHIA SLOSSER

DRr. TRUDY JACOBS
 Dr. JENNIFER HATCH
DR. JENNIFER MINNIS

DR. LisA BOYER

VS

(916) 428-9202
www.muellerpmc.com

MoONDAY — FRIDAY 9AM — 6PM
SATURDAY 9AM — 4PM

V'
=

ROUTINE VETERINARY CARE, URGENT
CARE & EMERGENCIES,
PET FOOD AND MORE

VETERINARIAN & STAFF ON PREMISES
FOR ALL EMERGENCY NEEDS
24HRS/DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK

V'S

v

RESERVATIONS (916) 428-9213
WWW.THEPETINN.NET
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 7AM — 7PM

PET LODGING, DOGGIE DAYCARE AND GROOMING
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“Hey! Even we're getting sick
of your barking.”

Dear Paw,

Your Majesty,

Play is a vital activity, not only for
kittens, but for adult cats, too.

Cats are athletic creatures with
amazing strength and agility. Nature
made them into perfect machines for
leaping, jumping, and dashing. Just
because your house kitty doesn't
have real prey to chase doesn't mean
she can't act out her inner predator.

Toys and regular playtime are part
of providing your cat with a
stimulating environment, which

We are adopting an adult cat from our local shelter.
Can we expect her to still be active and playful?
- Her Majesty

makes for a happy and healthy

cat. Play gives them an outlet for
their energy, mental and physical
stimulation, the opportunity to
satisfy their instinctual hunting drive,
and a chance to bond with you.

Cats are experts at amusing
themselves. It takes very little—a
crumpled ball of paper, a pen left on
a desktop, a newspaper spread open
on the floor—to engage your kitty in
what, to her, is the most fascinating
of games.

- Your Paw
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